Hamster cardiac xenograft in rat ear: effect of cyclosporine A and leflunomide on survival.
The survival was determined of hamster-heart grafts subcutaneously placed in rat ears. Thirteen out of the 14 grafts tested in rats without immunosuppression were rejected by day 7 post-transplantation, and the one graft was rejected by day 9. Cyclosporine A fully protected the grafts for 2 weeks, the entire experimental period. By contrast, leflunomide seemed only to delay the graft rejection. The formation of antidonor antibodies was fully suppressed by both drugs. These results reveal a pivotal role of T-cells in this model. The results with leflunomide suggest that this drug preferentially affected humoral responses in our study.